Information:

Founded in 1871 as a resort destination, Colorado Springs has evolved into a world-class international community with breathtaking scenery, top-notch accommodations, a variety of exciting attractions, a diverse selection of restaurants and cuisine, major shopping centers, and eclectic local businesses to make any family vacation or business trip an experience to remember. 

Often ranked as the "most fit" city in the United States, Colorado Springs residents and visitors have virtually unlimited options when it comes to participating in recreational and sporting activities. Hiking, mountain biking, running, rafting, boating, rock climbing, horseback riding, fishing, golfing and ballooning are some of the most popular activities that are enjoyed year-round in our mild climate. 

If you are planning a Colorado vacation, meeting, wedding, or convention or if you want to learn more about some of the most popular attractions in the Pikes Peak area, visit the Convention and Visitors Bureau website at www.ExperienceColoradoSprings.com.

Accessibility:

Now that you are planning to travel to Colorado Springs, you’ll be pleased to learn that the city is extremely accessible. Colorado Springs is served by several major highways, with two U.S. Interstate highways (I-70 & I-25) intersecting 70 miles north in Denver. Highways passing through Colorado Springs include I-25, U.S. Highways 24 and 85/87, and Colorado Highways 83, 94, 115 and 122. The easiest and most convenient way to enter the state of Colorado is by visiting one of the many Welcome Centers, such as Experience Colorado Springs at Pikes Peak, where visitors are greeted and given a wealth of valuable information to assist them during their stay. 

The Colorado Springs Airport handles approximately 100 flights per day on seven airlines and has one of the country’s best on-time records. Many hotels provide transportation to and from the airport. Scenic I-25 provides direct north/south access between Denver and Pueblo. Colorado Springs is 60 miles south of Denver, about a one-hour drive. Visit the Colorado Springs Airport website at www.flycos.com for a complete schedule of departures, arrivals, and servicing airlines and airports. 

Itineraries:

Itinerary: Seniors Day Trip

A 3/4 day trip to the Historic District of Cripple Creek and Victor (1 hour drive from Colorado Springs), complete with limited-stakes gambling casinos, museums, and gold mines, is popular with the senior groups. There is a 4-mile scenic train trip with the Cripple Creek and Victor Narrow Gauge Railroad (719-689-2640), departing every 45 minutes beginning at 10 a.m. daily during the summer season. Don't miss the District Museum (adjacent to the railroad) which will transport your guests back to the days when Cripple Creek was the site of the world's greatest gold camp. Groups can have lunch on their own, take a leisurely stroll through town, then take a scenic backroad trip to Cañon City (1 1/2 hour drive; see Foliage Tour for exact directions) to visit the Royal Gorge Bridge and Park (need 1 1/2 to 2 hours in park), (888-333-5597). There are attractions, tram ride, incline railway, restaurants, gift shops and trolley shuttle within the park, in addition to breathtaking views from the world's highest suspension bridge. Group has option of dinner on own in park or as a group or go 8 miles further into Cañon City. Return trip time to Colorado Springs from Cañon City is about 1 1/4 hours via Hwy 50 and then Hwy 115.

Popular with senior coach groups is to catch the 9 a.m. (noon or 3 p.m.) Royal Gorge Route Railroad (888-RAILS4U) scenic trip from Cañon City (2 hours roundtrip).  This spectacular, scenic train route along the bottom of the Royal Gorge Canyon has open-air cars as well as comfortable, climate controlled coaches, and a small snack bar. (The Theodore Roosevelt car is available for VIP travel, and a twilight dinner, a gourmet lunch is also available.) The train stops below the bridge and park for picture-taking, and guests can watch white-water rafters in the Arkansas River below. If full 2 hour train ride is completed, coach then drives 30 minutes to the rim of the Royal Gorge Bridge and Park to enjoy all of the park amenities at the world's highest suspension bridge, at 1,053 feet overlooking the Arkansas River. Group can have option of meals on own at the park, while enjoying the shops and attractions, This day would be a full 3/4 day tour. Return to Colorado Springs via Hwy 50 and Hwy 115, about 1 1/4 hour drive. 

Itinerary: Fall Foliage 

From mid-September to early October, come to Colorado Springs and enjoy "bowls of gold" in the high country around "America's Mountain", Pikes Peak. The rugged and majestic terrain will be dotted with the brilliant colors of fall, from the bright yellows and golds of the aspen to the burnished oranges of scrub oak and other vegetation. Visit the gold fields of Cripple Creek and Victor where the brilliant, fall hues will carry you back to the early gold mining years when the cry "Pikes Peak or Bust" was heard across the hills. Listed below are two suggested mini-tours that will offer breathtaking views of the Continental Divide and a glimpse of early gold mining history. Allow an entire day for the Gold Circle Loop, which includes Cripple Creek and the Royal Gorge. Planners need to be aware of the higher elevations that will be experienced. Bottled water and light jackets are suggested for the comfort of travelers.

Itinerary: Gold Circle Loop 

At 8 a.m., travel west on Hwy 24 from Colorado Springs for approximately 25 miles to Divide. Turn left on Hwy 67 for approximately 3.5 miles. The entrance to Mueller State Park will be on your right. This park is 9,550 feet in elevation and consists of over 12,000 acres. There are several scenic overlooks from which to enjoy the breathtaking views of the west side of Pikes Peak, rugged rock outcroppings and forested areas. Stop at the Visitor Center for interpretive exhibits on area wildlife, plants, geology and information on local history. Visitor Center hours are from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Plan to spend at least an hour which will give time at the Visitor Center and stops for taking photos. There is an entry fee of $4 per vehicle. (719-687-2366 to call ahead to confirm arrival time). 

Exit the park at 9:30 a.m. and continue on Hwy 67 to the "Gold Country" Town of Cripple Creek where a stop at the Cripple Creek District Museum will transport you back to the days when Cripple Creek was the site of the world's greatest gold camp. Over $800,000,000 worth of gold was mined here, and the population approached 50,000 in its heyday. The museum is open all year from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Memorial Day through September, and on all weekends the rest of the year from noon to 4 p.m. There is a nominal admission charge with special rates for tours (719-689-2634). Climb aboard the Cripple Creek & Victor Narrow Gauge Railroad at the Midland Terminal next to the museum and enjoy a four-mile trip amidst beautiful fall colors, listen to the wonderful sounds of the steam engine as it carries the passengers back in time. The train departs every 45 minutes beginning at 10 a.m. daily from Memorial Day weekend through the first weekend of October (719-689-2640 for group reservations). 

Have lunch on own in downtown Cripple Creek at Bronco Billy's Casino "Home Cafe" at 233 E. Bennett Avenue, (719-689-2142); J. P. McGills, 232 E. Bennett Avenue (719-689-2446); Midnight Rose Hotel & Casino, 256 E. Bennett Avenue, second floor, (719-689-0303.

Option: Victor - City of Gold Mines 

After leaving Cripple Creek, visit Victor - City of Gold Mines, in the heart of the great Cripple Creek Mining District. Located six miles from Cripple Creek, you will see evidence of the Cripple Creek & Victor Gold Mining Company operations. The company is still operating the largest open pit and heap mine in the state. Stroll the streets of Victor and enjoy an old-fashioned soda fountain, art galleries, gift shops, antique shops, the Lowell Thomas Museum, turn-of-the-century architecture. Specialty shops abound for your shopping pleasure. 

Unless you choose the option of spending the rest of the afternoon in Victor and returning to Colorado Springs from there, depart Cripple Creek at approximately 12:30 p.m. for the Royal Gorge Bridge and Park. Travel from Cripple Creek on Teller 1, approximately 8.7 miles to Evergreen Station where it connects with Teller 11. Turn left at Teller 11 for approximately 5 miles and take Teller 112 to Guffey. At Guffey, take Hwy 9 to Hwy 50. Go east (right) on Hwy 50 to the entrance of the Royal Gorge Bridge and Park. Enjoy breathtaking vistas from the world's highest suspension bridge and ride the world's steepest incline railway to the bottom of the gorge. In addition, take the aerial tram high above the canyon and then visit restaurants, gift shops, and other attractions at the park. The park is open all year round. (888-333-5597 for group rates). Departing the park at 4:00 p.m. you will travel on Hwy 50 and then Hwy 115 for approximately one hour back to Colorado Springs. Dinner on own or at the Flying W Ranch, featuring a delicious, chuckwagon supper and old western town and stage show. The Flying W Ranch is located at 3330 Chuckwagon Road, 2 miles west of I-25 off of 30th St. (800-232-3599 for group rates).
Itinerary: Colorado Train Adventure 

Board the 9:20 a.m. Manitou & Pikes Peak Cog Railway to the summit of America's best-known mountain, Pikes Peak, 14,110 feet in altitude. Sit back and relax as the train climbs above timberline where wildlife can be viewed, in addition to vistas which inspired Katharine Lee Bates to write "America the Beautiful". When you reach the summit, it is possible to see Denver, 60 miles to the north, and mile upon mile of snow-capped mountains which form the Continental Divide. There is a Summit House Restaurant at the top of the peak for refreshments and gifts; train returns to depot at 12:30 p.m. Group can combine lunch on own with shopping in historic, quaint Manitou Springs which offers an extensive array of restaurants, cafes, galleries, and speciality shops (allow 1-2 hours for group on own) or lunch at the Garden of the Gods Trading Post, Colorado's oldest and largest gift shop and art gallery, featuring authentic Native American arts, crafts, and jewelry. A small café restaurant is available for refreshments, in addition to an outside patio area and conference room for group lunches. After lunch, tour the magnificent Garden of the Gods Park and the Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center. Finish off the day with a chuck wagon supper and show at the Flying W Ranch.

Head south to Cañon City (about 1 hour drive) to enjoy the scenic wonders of the magnificent Royal Gorge Canyon. Group should arrive at about 8:30 a.m. at the Royal Gorge Route Railroad Station in Cañon City. This 2 hour-round trip, spectacular train ride offers open-air cars, as well as comfortable, climate controlled coaches and stops periodically for picture-taking within the canyon. The Royal Gorge Bridge & Park offers a tram ride, various shops and attractions, and a San Francisco-style trolley ride across the world's highest suspension bridge.
Itinerary: Student Venues 

Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center: With spectacular views of the Garden of the Gods Park the Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center is located directly across the street from the main entrance to the Park. Inside the Garden of the Gods Visitor and Nature Center you will find 30 exciting exhibits which detail the natural and human history of the Park. The Visitor and Nature Center offers a 12-minute, big screen, multi-media presentation entitled "How Did Those Red Rocks Get There?" which is an exciting introduction to the history and geology of the Park. The attention-grabbing presentation includes surround sound, with a rotating 3D typographical map, laser lighting and other special effects. In addition, the Visitor and Nature Center has special programs and step-on guides who will "step on" to your coach to give a 45 to 60 minute tour of the Park, which is a great follow-up to the theater show. If your group would rather hike than ride, the Garden of the Gods Visitor and Nature Center makes available park naturalists who give free one-hour guided nature walks through the park's Central Garden area. 

The Garden of the Gods Visitor and Nature Center has a casual café with specially priced box lunches for groups - a great value at $7 a person. The Visitor and Nature Center houses 3 different gift shops specializing in Colorado-made items, offering everything from postcards to fine American-Indian jewelry. Special presentations and American Indian dancers are also available by reservation. 

The Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center is a spectacular location for performances by bands and choirs. Performing groups at the Visitor & Nature Center entertain their audiences with a breathtaking view of the Garden of the Gods and Pikes Peak behind them. Spectators can watch the performance from our terrace and capture the performers in photographs and on video with the splendid landscape behind the band or choir. Because the Visitor and Nature Center does not have adequate storage space, or sufficient chairs for large groups, it is recommended that performing groups make arragenments for the rental of chairs. 

Depending on lunch plans, groups will need 1 to 2 hours at the Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center. Call Bonnie Frum, Director of Operations, for more information at 719-219-0101 or fax 719-634-0094. The Garden of the Gods Visitor and Nature Center is one place in Colorado Springs the younger generation will not want to miss. Learn more about the Visitor and Nature Center by visiting our website at www.gardenofgods.com. 

The Garden of the Gods Trading Post has maintained a rich heritage over the years, and has expanded to become a premier Pikes Peak area attraction. This historic building has always been a favorite stop for group tours. Shopping is plentiful, as the Trading Post is the largest gift facility in the state of Colorado. In keeping with the history of the Trading Post, our Southwestern Art Gallery boasts of a magnificent collection of Native American/Colorado Artists.

Performances by Choral or Band groups are always welcomed at our outdoor Pavilion at the Balanced Rock Café (electricity and chairs are available for any performing group.) This spacious area is perfect for performances and will be enjoyed by guests having lunch or early dinner in this scenic garden patio. Buffet lunches for groups up to 130 people may be provided or guests may order individually from our restaurant grill. 

For a unique musical experience, you may also treat your group to a hearty buffet and special presentation by WolfWalker, a Native American flute player and storyteller. Using music, he weaves tales about traditional life and culture of Native Americans. All are encouraged to ask questions and participate throughout his one of a kind presentation. Reservations are required.

Brief tours of our historic building are available for performing groups. Step-on guides may be requested for a one-hour tour through the Garden of the Gods. The tour is brimming with historical and geological facts. There is a fee of $50.00 per guide and advance reservations are required.

For more information: Please contact Marty Gagg, Special Events Coordinator by phone at

800.874.4515x5 or e-mail at events-ggtp@att.net. Our website: www.gardenofthegodstradingpost.com.

City Auditorium, located in downtown Colorado Springs, was built in 1923 and was primarily designed for concerts, theatre performances, and graduations. Today, it is used for social and sporting events, meetings, concerts, auctions, and trade shows. Call 719-578-6652 for information on floor plan, usage guidelines, staging, electricity, seating capacity, audio, availbility, etc. 

Citadel Mall, located in the eastern part of Colorado Springs, offers a carpeted staging area, located at the lower level of the Food Court. The area is approximately a 28 feet, 7 1/2 inch semi-circle and is ideal for vocal/choral, small to medium size band, jazz, and orchestra groups. The Citadel Mall has a basic sound system, which is tape and CD compatible, three microphones, and stands. Power is available at either side of the stage. There are three sections of risers available, designed to each hold 10 adults. with advance notice, the mall staff can provide chairs and tables for equipment and/or promotional information items. Volume control and cooperation are strictly enforced. During the holidays, the Citadel Mall staging area is the scene of the Festival of Music, and the Mall invites performing groups to participate in this festival. For more information, please contact the Marketing Department at 719-591-5516. 

Chapel Hills Mall, is located in the northern part of Colorado Springs. Chapel Hills Mall has a variety of court areas in which to perform and a 13-unit Food Court for the enjoyment of groups. The center stage area measures approximately 32 feet wide by 16 feet. deep. This area must be reserved at least 14 days in advance. Other performance areas include the courts at Mervyn's, JC Penney, and Dillards (all lower level), and the outer Food Court deck. All areas can accommodate approximately 20-40 people and are equipped with electricity, though any sound amplification needs prior approval from the Mall Management Office. No other equipment is provided. Evening performances are recommended. For more information, please contact the Marketing Department at 719-594-0111.

Downtown Manitou Springs - Several sidewalk areas are available in downtown Manitou Springs which accommodate 4-8 individuals. These areas are not covered, but there is some electricity. Soda Springs Park, located on the western end of Manitou Springs, has a covered stage and can accommodate 30-40 people; electricity is available. The Town Clock area, located at the junction of Manitou Avenue and Cañon Avenue, can accommodate 10-15 people. This is not a covered area, but electricity is available. For more information, contact the Manitou Springs Chamber of Commerce at 719-685-5089.

7-Day Itinerary: Outdoor Adventure Day Trips in Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak Region 

Day 1: Colorado Springs

Stretch your legs and take a leisurely hike through the Garden of the Gods Park. Start with the 12-minute film of "How Did Those Red Rocks Get There?" at the Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center. FREE self-guided tour through the park, either hiking, biking, or driving. Or you may want to go to the Academy Riding Stables on the edge of the Park to take a horseback trip through the Garden of the Gods. Lunch at the Visitor Center or at the Garden of the Gods Trading Post (authentic Native American Heritage Program available for groups) or nearby in the Historic District of Old Colorado City. Visit the many museums or shop at the various galleries and novelty shops. 

For evening entertainment, enjoy a chuck wagon supper and western stage show at the Flying W Ranch . Stroll through the authentic 1800's western town and shops before supper.
Day 2: Colorado Springs

Hiking at Seven Falls to the top of the falls, watching the Native American dancers or hiking the many trails in North Cheyenne Canyon (10 minutes from downtown) is a pleasant way to spend a morning in nature's home. For lunch, picnic overlooking the Great Plains and the City of Colorado Springs. Visit the African Rift Valley exhibit, at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo and hand-feed the giraffe herd. Continue up to the top of the mountain to the Will Rogers Shrine of the Sun for a breathtaking view of mountain scenery and plains that extend all the way to Kansas. 

Day 3: Buena Vista/Salida 

Add an all-day or half-day, thrilling white water rafting trip on the Arkansas River in either Buena Vista or Salida to experience the infamous "Brown's Canyon" rapids. (75 mi/120km)

Day 4: Manitou Springs

Take the morning train on the Pikes Peak Cog Railway to the summit of Pikes Peak (3 hrs. roundtrip). Lunch and shop in Historic Manitou Springs. "Manitou", a Native American word for "spirit", describes this quaint mountain community. Enjoy a self-guided walking tour of the seven mineral springs throughout the town, take the "1881-Lantern Tour" in the Cave of the Winds, visit the historic Cliff Dwellings or Miramont Castle Museums. Finish the day at the CastAways or the Iron Springs Chateau, two local dinner theaters located in Manitou Springs (6 mi/10km). 

Day 5: Cripple Creek/Victor

A Jeep tour on the 4-wheel drive back roads to the historic gold mining towns of Cripple Creek & Victor is an exciting way to start the day. Ride the Cripple Creek and Victor Narrow Gauge RR for the 4-mile scenic tour. Travel underground (304k) for a mine tour at the Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine. Stroll the historic streets of the communities that housed "the Greatest Gold Mines" in the West. Take in some limited stakes gambling at the casinos, visit the Historic Cripple Creek District Museum, or take a Ghost Walk Tour. (34 mi/54km). 

Day 6: Colorado Springs

Rent bikes and explore the many bike paths in the downtown area of Colorado Springs. Visit the weekly Farmer's Markets (during the summer months); enjoy lunch at one of the many downtown restaurants. Bikers can easily ride from one museum to the other in the downtown area, and there are many parks with streams and lakes for a picnic lunch if you prefer. Bike paths connect to the Fountain Creek Nature Center and Park where bird-watching enthusiasts can view the Great Blue Herons and Canadian Geese, which are among many shore birds located in the park. More advanced bike riders can experience the many mountain bike paths in the mountains (15 minutes from downtown) or take the Santa Fe Trail to the United States Air Force Academy. Have dinner at the "World Famous", 5-Star BROADMOOR Resort and take a leisurely stroll around its beautiful lake. 

Day 7: Canon City/Royal Gorge

Full day trip to Cañon City and the Royal Gorge Canyon. Take the morning train of the Royal Gorge Route Railroad (2 hrs. roundtrip), which offers spectacular views along the Arkansas River at the bottom of the canyon, whose walls rise 304 m. above the train (this historic railway also offers a "Twilight Dinner" in the historic Theodore Roosevelt car). Passengers may also enjoy a gourmet lunch.  Watch river rafters from outdoor boxcars, then travel to the top of the canyon to the Royal Gorge Bridge & Park home to the world's highest suspension bridge, aerial tram, and incline railway. Another tour option would be to hike in the Dinosaur Fossil Quarry to view the Jurassic dinosaur graveyard or add a half-day, white water rafting float trip on the Arkansas River. (45 mi/73km)

Day 8: Woodland Park/Florissant

Visit Rocky Mountain Dinosaur Resource Center in Woodland Park. Continue west in the mountains to the Wolf and Wildlife Center located in Florissant, Colorado. Guided tours allow viewing of wolves in a natural setting. Additional options are horseback riding at the M Lazy C Ranch; then stay a little while and enjoy an outdoor, chuck wagon cowboy supper and entertainment or additional hiking in the Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument. There is also the option of fly-fishing while in the area. 

Day 9:

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast before your departure from the Colorado Springs Airport (20 minutes from downtown) or Denver's International Airport. (80 mi/129km)

Itinerary: Landmarks and Legacies:

As part of the Pike Bicentennial celebration in 2006 and 2007, this self-guided tour shows you the legacies left by the men and women who lived in the shadow of Pikes Peak. Visit Glen Eyrie, the home of General William Jackson Palmer, and El Pomar, once home to Spencer and Julie Penrose. See beautiful historic buildings left behind by Winfield Scott Stratton, the melancholy carpenter who made his fortune in Cripple Creek. This free tour and a map showing all the sites on the tour are available at www.ExperienceColoradoSprings.com or www.pikes-peak.com. Click on the Pike Bicentennial logo for the tour and other bicentennial information. 

Planning your visit to the Pikes Peak Region is sure to be lots of fun, but with so much to do, how do you choose? The following easy-to-plan itineraries are designed simply as guidelines, keeping in mind the interests, flexibility and desires of groups. Of course, with more than 50 attractions in the region, feel free to mix and match creating your own plans.

Itinerary: Families and Kids: Colorado Springs and Manitou Springs

An early start to the day will take you to the world-famous Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, America’s only mountain zoo, where you’ll watch the morning feeding and see the staff care for the collection of more than 500 exotic animals. The Zoo’s African Rift Valley is as close as you can get to Africa without a passport. Then head for the caves – Cave of the Winds, that is. First opened in 1880, it is the oldest attraction in the region and includes a guided tour through 20 beautiful and colorfully lighted cavern rooms. Now, if you find yourselves all still together, stop by the Ghost Town Museum for a peek at the Old West and relax with a refreshing glass of sarsaparilla.

Itinerary: Families and Kids: Canon City

Take a short, one-hour drive southwest of Colorado Springs where you will enjoy one of America’s most spectacular attractions, the Royal Gorge Bridge and Park. You can walk or drive across the world’s highest suspension bridge, which spans the gorge 1,053 feet above the Arkansas River, or you can even take the aerial tramway across the gorge. You might also want to enjoy a trip aboard the world’s steepest incline railway to the bottom of the canyon. For the ultimate view of the gorge, try the Sky Coaster. The historic Royal Gorge Route is another family favorite. Kids love the adventure of riding the route in the newly added Dome Observation Cars.

Located nearby, enjoy lunch and an afternoon of fun at Buckskin Joe Frontier Town and Railway. The entire family will enjoy this Old West theme park, alive with daily action and fun street shows. While en route back to Colorado Springs, stop by May Natural History Museum where you will see 7,000 of the world’s most beautiful and unusual vertebrates, including giant tropical insects from around the world. Once back in Colorado Springs, enjoy a relaxing family dinner at one of the many restaurants in downtown Colorado Springs, Old Colorado City and Manitou Springs.

Itinerary: Families and Kids: Pikes Peak

Your family can enjoy the beauty of Pikes Peak from various vantage points. First, head for the summit, Pikes Peak Summit House, Crystal Reservoir and Glen Cove, that is. Enjoy the 19 spectacular miles of Pikes Peak Highway from the comfort of your own vehicle and travel the world’s highest toll road to reach the summit of Pikes Peak; or let everyone be a passenger and take the Manitou and Pikes Peak Cog Railway (reservations required), the highest railroad in the U.S. “The Cog,” as it’s known locally, has safely and comfortably transported passengers to the 14,100 –foot summit for more than 100 years. Once on top, you can enjoy lunch , or at least a world famous high-altitude donut! For lunch, you can also stop in at the Wines of Colorado, where the adults can savor Colorado wines while the kids enjoy an authentic buffalo burger, as well as their favorite foods.

Upon your descent from Pikes Peak you can choose to visit several of the area attractions. One option might be the historic Rock Ledge Ranch, a living historical farm and agricultural museum depicting life in the Pikes Peak Region from 1860  to 1910. Step into the past and discover the spirit of Colorado history as you meander through the 270-acre site nestled against the quiet magnificence of the Garden of the Gods. Another option would be the ProRodeo Hall of Fame and Museum of the American Cowboy. Here you’ll enjoy tributes to cowboys participating in the professional sport of rodeo, including live rodeo animals and special exhibits in the new rodeo arena. Next stop might be Seven Falls, which has been called the “grandest mile of scenery in Colorado” with seven separate waterfalls splashing 181 feet down a sheer granite cliff. Take a 224-step stairway to the top, or enjoy the convenience of a mountain elevator to the observation platform for one of the most panoramic views ever imagined. 

As an alternative day, we might suggest a short 45-minute drive to the historic town of Cripple Creek. Once there, be sure to experience the Cripple Creek and Victor Narrow Gauge Railroad, a 4-mile round trip adventure alongside old mines and ghost towns, or perhaps the Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine, another site of great historical interest. 

Itinerary: Families and Kids: What Kids Love!

It doesn’t have to be winter or the holiday season to enjoy Santa’s Workshop/North Pole, where believers of all ages can enjoy Christmas all summer long. Enjoy the fun, safe rides, wonderful theater acts, farm animals, and even talk to Santa for an early start on your Christmas list requests. If it’s a bit cool when you visit (remember, Colorado basks in 300 days of sunshine each year), take along a cup of coffee or hot chocolate on the aerial tram as you get a birds-eye view of our glorious mountains and countryside. The new Rocky Mountain Dinosaur Resource Center might be your next stop, a center that will be host to some of the most spectacular dinosaurs, marine reptiles, flying reptiles and fish of North America’s Late Cretaceous world. Be sure to visit Manitou Arcade Amusements and play a few rounds of pinball, skeeball  or your favorite video game. End your day at the Flying W Ranch, your destination for a traditional chuck wagon dinner and an old-fashioned evening of entertainment featuring the Flying W Wranglers, who are sure to have you clapping, stomping and singing along. Before partaking of the scrumptious supper, wander through the Old Western Town to observe western lifestyles in action, and perhaps pick up a few last-minute gifts and souvenirs. 

Itinerary: Active and Adventurous: Bike It, Hike It, Ride It!

Start the day early with a comfortable bike ride to the summit of Pikes Peak, and then take “Pikes Peak by Bike” down the mountain, all coordinated by professional biking company Challenge Unlimited or Pikes Peak Mountain Bike Tours. All the equipment you could possibly need is provided! If rock climbing is more your “speed,” then you’re sure to love Gravity Play, where they guide you on an exciting and safe rock-climbing adventure. There are hundreds of trails for hardy backpackers or casual strollers to enjoy the natural beauty of the Pikes Peak Region. You will certainly want to hike, run or bike through the beautiful Garden of the Gods Park. Start your visit to this geological wonder at the Garden of the Gods Visitor and Nature Center. Learn more about the forces of nature that created the park and amazing array of plants and wildlife that inhabit it. You can travel the bike route through the Garden of get on one of the many trails throughout the park. For a different mode of travel, enjoy a relaxing horseback ride through the stunning red rock cliffs of the Garden of the Gods arranged through Academy Riding Stables. If you prefer to bike some more, get on the New Santa Fe Trail, which takes you from the south end of town, north through the Air Force Academy, past Monument and up to Palmer Lake. You can even run the trail for more of a workout.

Itinerary: Active and Adventurous: Hit the Water!

All-day or half-day, thrilling whitewater raft trips await you with the reservations made through any of the river rafting companies in our region. Special arrangements are easily made to extend your rafting or float trip to up to three days. Some whitewater rafters even offer unique packages such as “International Trips,” family packages, and specialty trips such as multi-sport days, youth and school, 20th century classical music, and yoga adventures. Whichever option you choose, a genuine Colorado whitewater adventure is one you don’t want to miss and won’t soon forget. For a unique experience, try the “Raft-n-Rail” with Echo Canyon and the Royal Gorge Route Railroad, who team up to offer you the excitement of the river with the Royal Gorge Route’s scenic railroad in one continuous excursion.

Itinerary: Easy Going: Arts and Culture

Start the morning with a free tour of Van Briggle Art Pottery studio and a stop by the gift shop. A short drive will then take you to Miramont Castle, a museum dedicated to preserving the Victorian heritage of Manitou Springs and the Pikes Peak Region. Manitou Springs, a National Historic District, has excellent galleries, antique stores and specialty shops, including Garden of the Gods Trading Post. After a stop for lunch at one of Manitou Springs’ many cafes, the next stop will be the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, where you will experience the rich cultures of the Southwest in an award-winning, pueblo-style art deco facility. While you’re on this side of town, visit the newly remodeled American Numismatic Museum – “The Money Museum.” The Iron Springs Melodrama Dinner Theater offers dining and entertainment all in one location (and, audience participation is encouraged!)

Itinerary: Easy Going: Planes and Trains

An early morning drive will take you to the United States Air Force Academy where you will enjoy an informative exhibit about cadet life in the spacious Visitor Center and Gift Shop. A short walk along a nature trail will lead you to the famous Cadet Chapel. You can end your visit with a self-guided driving tour of the Academy, which also serves as a large wildlife sanctuary. That afternoon, visit the nearby Western Museum of Mining and Industry, where you will explore Colorado’s rich and colorful mining past and future. You’ll even see the actual operation of reconstructed, multi-ton steam engines, drills, locomotives, and more. Scenic trains can take you to the top of Pikes Peak or through the bottom of the Royal Gorge. The Pikes Peak Cog Railway takes you on the trip of a lifetime, to the summit of the mountain named for Zebulon Pike. The Historic Royal Gorge Route Railroad not only serves up incredible scenery, but also gourmet lunches and dinners. The view of the Royal Gorge and the Arkansas River are even more spectacular from the Historic Royal Gorge Route’s new dome cars.

Itinerary: Easy Going: Sight-Seeing and Shopping

A short drive to the Garden of the Gods Visitor and Nature Center offers a spectacular and unique view of the famous, frequently photographed red rock formations of the region. Don’t forget to bring your camera! Don’t miss the excellent and exiting 12-minute video. A drive through the Garden of the Gods Park will lead you to the Garden of the Gods Trading Post, Colorado’s largest trading post, where you can shop for unique and beautiful souvenirs of the region as well as have a light or hearty lunch. Next, you’re off to the Manitou Cliff Dwellings, where you will learn of the history of the Anasazi Indians dating from 1100 to 1300 A.D., and might even catch authentic Native American dancing. You don’t have to be sports enthusiasts to enjoy the U.S. Olympic Complex and the U.S. Olympic Training Center. A free tour will include a view of the Olympic training pool, the Olympic shooting range and any training going on inside the complex, such as gymnastics and boxing. The tour will give you a definite understanding of what it is like to be one of the 150 resident athletes. This complex also features one of the best curio shops in the state.

If light shows are what you seek, then an evening activity might include a visit to Seven Falls for the light spectacular  -- the entire canyon is illuminated with lights reflecting off the granite and seven waterfalls. You may also choose to enjoy the brilliant laser light show of colorful, animated figures dancing from the cliff walls of the Cave of the Winds.

Free Things To Do In Colorado Springs 

ANNUAL SPRINGSPREE:

City festival, entertainment, downtown Colorado Springs. Crafts, exhibits, etc. 719-533-1216. 

AIR FORCE ACADEMY: 

A fine planetarium, museum and beautiful chapel. Maps for self-guided tours are available at the gates. Take I-25 exits 150-B or 156-B. 719-333-USAF. 

AMERICAN NUMISMATICS MUSEUM:

Coin and paper money on display from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 818 N. Cascade Ave. 719-632-2646. 

ARCADE AMUSEMENTS:

West’s oldest amusement arcade, one city block big. Open May through September. 900 Block on Manitou Avenue, Manitou Springs, 719-685-9815. 

BEAR CREEK REGIONAL PARK CENTER AND NATURE TRAIL: 

Scenic trails, wildlife, displays and naturalist programs. Open 12:00 noon to 4 p.m. weekends, and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. 245 Bear Creek Road. 719-520-6387. 

BROADMOOR HOTEL:

Elegant and historic hotel, many shops, greenhouse, and huge duck pond. Follow Circle Drive south to the hotel. 

CHEYENNE CANYONS: 

The canyons include Helen Hunt Falls and entry to High Drive above the city. Take Cheyenne Blvd. from South Tejon Street, proceed south west until you meet the junction of the two canyons. 719-634-7111. 

CITY OF CRIPPLE CREEK:

Visit historic mining district, museums, trail, mines and casinos. 45 minutes west of Colorado Springs, south of Divide. 1-800-526-8777. 

COLORADO SPRINGS MUSEUM:

The museum was the old court house. The ceilings have elaborate carvings and paintings. Explore regional history from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday. 215 S. Tejon. 719-578-6650. 

COLORADO BALLOON CLASSIC: 

Always first week in September, 125 hot air balloons launch beginning at 6:30 a.m. in Memorial Park 719-471-4833. 

COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL:

Compassion sponsors and changing the world. Come and see! 3955 Cragwood Drive. 719-594-9900. 

EDWARD J. PETERSON MUSEUM:

Aviation and space history exhibits. Open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday. Located on Peterson AFB. 719-554-4915. 

EL POMAR CARRIAGE HOUSE MUSEUM: 

Collection of large carriages. Open 10 a.m. to 12 noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. Located at the BROADMOOR Hotel. 719-634-7711. 

FINE ARTS CENTER:

A large variety of arts-metal, fiber, pottery, paintings, etc. Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday through Sunday. 30 West Dale Street, guided tours are at 2:15 p.m. each Sunday, 719-634-5581. Free on Saturdays. 

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY:

Devoted to preserving the family. Judeo-Christian based. 8655 Explorer Drive. 719-531-3400.

FOUNTAIN CREEK NATURE CENTER:

Wetlands, trails, walks, wildlife, exhibits, nature center. Closed on Mondays. 320 Pepper Grass Lane, Fountain, Colorado. 719-520-6745. 

GARDEN OF THE GODS PARK AND VISITOR CENTER:

The 1,364-acre park features magnificent rock formations, including the famous Balanced Rock, Steamboat Rock, Kissing Camels and Three Graces. Picnicking and gift shop. Park open daily from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 30th street at Gateway Road. 719-578-6640. 

I.A.F.F. FALLEN FIRE FIGHTER MEMORIAL:

Located in Memorial Park, Pikes Peak Avenue and Hancock. Statue showing firefighters dedication. Open all year. 719-442-2014. 

MANITOU SPRINGS:

Quaint and unique shops, west of either Colorado Ave. or Highway 24. 

MICHAEL GARMAN GALLERIES:

Sculptured figures and scenes, 2418 W. Colorado Avenue.719- 471-1600. 

OLD COLORADO CITY:

Restored shops and stone fronts from 1859, go west on Colorado Avenue. 

PALMER PARK:

Beautiful Scenery and spectacular overlook of the city. Picnicking, nature trails, ball park. Take Academy Blvd. to Maizeland and turn west. 

PIKES PEAK INVITATIONAL SOCCER TOURNAMENT:

June, one of seventeen premier tournaments. USAFA Athletic Fields. 719-590-9977. 

PIKES PEAK SUMMIT HOUSE/GLEN COVE:

On the Pikes Peak Highway. Best view in Colorado. Shop, dine, take your best photos. Open all year.719- 473-0208. 

MONUMENT VALLEY PARK:

Geological column in the north end of the park. Picnicking, tennis courts, playground, and swimming pool (admission free for swimming pool). Take Cascade Avenue to Dale Street and turn west. 

U.S. OLYMPIC COMPLEX:

Free one-hour tour includes Olympic film and guided tour of sports center, shooting center, and track and field. Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. 1750 E. Boulder Street.719-578-4644. 

VAN BRIGGLE ART POTTERY:

Pottery internationally known. Highway 24 and South 21st Street, in an old railroad house. Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays and 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday. 600 South 21st Street 719-633-7729. 

WESTERN HERITAGE DAYS:

Cowboy poetry, western entertainment, history programs. Pikes Peak Library District. 

WORLD FIGURE SKATING HALL OF FAME AND MUSEUM:

Antique skates, costumes, and skating memorabilia. Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, June through August, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, September through May. 20 First Street 719-635-5200.

