ITINERARIES FOR CUSTER COUNTY COLORADO
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Take a Trip into the Past: Three Heritage Itineraries



Whether you’ve got a single day to explore Custer County’s historical sites or an entire week, the following itineraries will help you along the way.

One day – Divide your time among the main museums in Silver Cliff and Westcliffe (within one mile of each other), saving time for a stroll through the shops and for dining. Additionally, be sure to call the numbers listed to inquire about hours of operation; some locations are only open on weekends.

· The Original Silver Cliff Town Hall & Fire Station 606 Main Street 
· Old “Westcliff” School - 302 South 4th Street 

· All Aboard Westcliffe 110 Rosita St., Westcliffe
See our Shopping & Dining section for suggestions about where to eat and shop. If you happen to be on Main Street in Westcliffe, be sure to note the following historical buildings (more information can be found in this Guide’s History & Heritage section):

· Hard Time Hotel  - 209 South 2nd Street 
· Dutch Row – 2nd Street south of Main 
· Westcliffe State Bank 2nd & Main Street 

· Westcliffe Feed Store – 2nd Street north of Main 
· The Westcliffe Calaboose 2nd Street north of Main 

· Westcliffe Town Hall - 305 Main Street 

Weekend – Take the walking and driving tour of Custer County; you’ll find a 16-page guide complete with historical facts, maps and directions at any of the county museums, the library on Main Street or the Chamber office. You’ll want to be sure to leave time for dining and shopping  – most restaurants and shops are centered around the main street areas so plan accordingly. Be sure to visit the History & Heritage Section of this Guide for more information about some of the county’s historic sites.

Depending on when you visit, the weather may be a factor. In the summer, mornings are the most reliable as storms often roll in after lunch. So you may want to do the walking portions of your tour early, saving the driving for after lunch. Conversely, during the winter months, you may choose to visit more outlying areas in the morning hours so you can avoid being far from town should a storm blow up in the afternoon.

Week -  If you have an entire week to take an historical adventure, you can combine visiting sites in Custer County as well as surrounding areas. 

Days 1 – 3 Follow the Weekend itinerary above, spreading your driving and walking out over three days so you can move at a more leisurely pace. You might also add some time at the West Custer County Library on Main Street in Westcliffe to do more historical research. 

Day 4 - Drive one hour east on highway 96 to Pueblo’s El Pueblo History Museum where you’ll find an 1840s-style adobe trading post and plaza, and the archaeological excavation for the original 1842 El Pueblo trading post. The museum building showcases the city's history and the various cultural and ethnic groups in Pueblo and the region

El Pueblo History Museum • 301 North Union • Pueblo, Colorado 81003

719/583-0453

Day 5 – Drive an hour south to discover the fort once commanded by the legendary frontiersman Kit Carson. Established in 1858 in southern Colorado, Fort Garland, with its garrison of over 100 men, served to protect the earliest settlers in the San Luis Valley. Fort Garland Museum • 29477 Highway 159 Fort Garland, Colorado 81133 • 719-379-3512

Day 6 – Drive 90 minutes northwest to Colorado Springs to take the Pikes Peak Cog Railroad to the top of the mountain named for Zebulon Pike, who traveled through the area over 200 years ago. Spend some time in funky Manitou Springs – where you will board the train – a charming mountain town once known for its restorative waters.

Day 7 – Take some time to revisit shops and sites you found particularly interesting. Make some time to take a hike, have a massage or visit a gallery.

Gear up for Adventure: Three Outdoor Itineraries



Colorado is famous for its outdoor wonders and Custer County is no exception. Here are some ideas to help you map your adventure:

One day – What you choose to do will depend on what your interests are. You could fish the Arkansas River or Lake San Isabel, take a trail ride, hike the Rainbow Trail or ride an ATV to the top of Hermit Peak. If there’s snow you could snowshoe or snowmobile. Check our Activities Section for more information and our Business Directory for resources. Don’t forget to make time for a rib-sticking meal and some souvenir shopping.

Weekend – You might start your morning with a hearty meal at one of our restaurants – ask a local, they’ll be happy to tell you their favorite spot. If you are planning a hike or climb, be sure to register at the sheriff’s department before you leave. You’ll want to be sure you have all the supplies you need – there are shops in town that can help. After lunch, spend the afternoon exploring – just remember, in the summer months storms often blow in so consider doing something by car – Bishop’s Castle or Mission:Wolf for example. 

On your second day you can spend the morning on your outdoor adventure while the weather is more reliable. Don’t forget to pack a lunch. Spend the entire day if the weather holds; otherwise finish up your day in town, perhaps checking out shops and museums.

Week – Spend the first day of your trip registering any hikes or climbs, checking out the shops and restaurants in town where you can pick up any supplies you need or meals you need to take with you. 

Day 2 – Explore the mountains. If you are an experienced climber, Custer County has a number of great climbs. If you are new to hiking, consider the Rainbow Trail – there are some fairly easy hikes that offer the very best of the beautiful Rockies. And if you’re looking to ski, Monarch Mountain is just 75 minutes away.

Day 3 – Get wet. Custer County is just 30 minutes from the Arkansas River and there are numerous outfitters offering everything from easy, family friendly trips to guided runs through the Royal Gorge’s class five rapids. The river also offers great trout fishing. Or take a drive to Lake San Isabel and enjoy the views from the lake or shores of the surrounding mountains. In the winter there is ice fishing on Lake DeWeese.

Day 4 – Giddyup. What’s a trip to the west without a trail ride? Local outfitters offer everything from a one-hour ride to a full-day trips. There are even indoor arenas in case you want a winter lesson. Visit our Business Directory for resources. 

Day 5 – Hit the Dunes. Just on the other side of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains lie an amazing natural phenomenon – Great Sand Dunes National Park. About a 90-minute drive, the dunes are a fun place to camp – especially when seasonal water rushes through – or just spend the day “sledding”. 

Day 6 – Go to the Gorge. The world-famous Royal Gorge is just an hour’s drive from Westcliffe. Here you can take a trip across the world’s highest suspension bridge, or travel below it by train. If you’re looking for Old West fun, visit nearby Buckskin Joe theme park. Whether you get there via Custer County’s Hardscrabble Canyon or along the Arkansas River, the views along the way are outstanding. Keep your eye out for Big Horn Sheep!

Day 7 – Surely you’re worn out by now. Give your body a break and get a pedicure, people watch from a pub or restaurant, or sit and gaze at the outdoors in a painting. Visit a museum and plot your next historical adventure.

Take it Easy:
Three Relaxing Itineraries

One day – The best way to spend the day relaxing in Custer County is to spend it strolling Main Street where you will find places to eat, stores with treasures and historical sites. The Chamber office at the corner of Main and 5th Street is an excellent source of information for planning a longer stay in the future.

Weekend – Get settled in at your B&B, inn or hotel – there are a number to choose from in and around Custer County. Ask your host about massage therapists, holistic nutritionists, yoga classes and salons in the area and take care of booking. For lunch, check out one of the bistros or tearoom in town. Afterward, take a stroll along Main Street – be sure to stop for an ice cream, piece of pie or latte before heading back to your room for a little siesta before dinner. Check the Wet Mountain Tribune weekly newspaper for concerts or shows in town; there might be a movie at the historic Jones Theater – a real small-town treat!

On your second day, sleep in and take your time enjoying coffee in bed. When you finally get around to it, enjoy breakfast at one of several breakfast spots in town. Enjoy the sessions you booked before doing one more quick visit to any shops or galleries you took an interest in (be aware than in Westcliffe, like many small towns, shops aren’t always open on Sunday so plan accordingly). Don’t forget to gather information on activities and historical sites to visit on your next visit.

Week – on your first day, get settled, gather information and just take a deep breath of fresh country air. Aaaaaah. Pull up a pillow, grab the paper and just relax. Rest up for a delicious dinner – will it be a steak, trout, Mexican, a burger, pasta or pizza? 

Day 2 – Book a massage. There are therapists who operate in town as well as a boutique spa in Rosita that includes a hot tub – you could even book an overnight stay. After lunch, spend the afternoon strolling along Main Street and the downtown area. Enjoy the small-town ambiance including outstanding mountain vistas. Take a break in one of the town parks or have a drink in one of the restaurants.  Why not get something to take out and then settle in for the evening for a relaxing dinner and cable movie? Plot your plan for tomorrow.

Day 3 –  Take a drive. Depending on when you come, Custer County has some of the most scenic drives in Colorado. You could drive to scenic Lake San Isabel and have lunch after an easy lakeside walk. Or take the Junkins Loop – particularly beautiful in the fall when the aspen leaves carpet the road – where you might even see a bobcat. There are directions for outstanding drives on our website at www.custercountyco.com.

Day 4 - Why not take a class? You can pay for individual classes like water aerobics or yoga at the fitness club, learn something new at a Sampler on  summer Saturdays at the Old Westcliff Schoolhouse, book a riding lesson year-round, join an art workshop (when available), learn to knit or any number of things, depending on when you visit. The Wet Mountain Tribune is a good source for information. Don’t forget to save time to sample another restaurant or two and the all-important nap.

Day 5 – Take the Rio Grand Scenic Railway. Colorado’s newest scenic rail excursion  between Alamosa and La Veta over the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. With two tunnels, a  horseshoe curve, and trackage on a narrow ledge, the mountain views are  terrific any time of year. La Veta has a thriving artists’ community, an authentic general store, and  several interesting shops and places to eat. For  additional information or reservations: 1-877-7CO-RAIL (877-726-7245)  www.alamosatrain.com.

Day 6 – Visit Florence. A 45-minute drive from Westcliffe, this small town in Fremont County is considered by many to be the antiques capital of Colorado. The Main Street Grille offers excellent cuisine in a Victorian setting and there are numerous shops along Main Street to keep you busy most of the day. If you would like to see the Royal Gorge, the famous site is just 15 minutes further up the road in Canon City. You could even plan on taking a lunch or dinner train. 

Day 7 – Last day to take it easy before you return to the grind. Be sure to visit anything you missed in Custer County, eat one more meal at that favorite restaurant, bring your book to the coffee shop and absorb some o the local color. Plan your next visit – maybe an historical adventure – to Custer County.

Culture in the Country: Three Cultural Itineraries


Think you can’t find culture in a small town? Think again. Custer County is home to numerous artists – some nationally renowned. Our music ranges from classical to jazz to bluegrass. And our theater produces musicals and dramas featuring both local and regional talent. Here are some great ways to take in the arts in Custer County:

One day – The most accessible art is in our galleries where you’ll find everything from paintings with a western flair to three-dimensional works with an international flavor. Enjoy a gourmet breakfast before you stroll along Main Street where most of the galleries are located – you can find a gallery and studio map at Arterburn Fine Art Gallery on Main Street. And you’ll find art as well in our restaurants, courthouse and library so be sure to stop in.

Weekend – Spend the morning of the first day taking in the galleries in town. After lunch, travel to the outlying studios where you’ll find outstanding pottery, hand-blown glass and more. In the evening, see if the Jones Theater has a concert or theatrical performance (if they don’t take in the movie – you’ll enjoy the decidedly non-megaplex experience of a movie at the Jones). If it’s a summer weekend, you may be lucky enough to catch a festival performance.

Week – You can afford to be a bit more leisurely in your pursuit of culture. Again, what is available will depend on the time of your visit.

Day 1 – Spend the morning lingering over coffee with the Wet Mountain Tribute, our weekly paper that should have news of what cultural events are in town. Spend the afternoon either attending a concert if there’s a festival in town or strolling through the galleries in town.

Day 2 – If you missed any galleries or studios, make plans to visit them today. Be sure to check out the Saturday Samplers sponsored May through September by Valley Parks and Rec – they often offer lessons in a variety of arts for as little as $5. Also, the Sangres Art Guild sponsors workshops and gallery walks so be on the lookout for news of their events.

Day 3 – Grab a camera or sketchpad and head out either into the mountains or the historic sites in town. If you’re interested in a private lesson, check in when you first arrive with the galleries – they may be able to guide you to artists who offer lessons. 

Day 4 – Drive about an hour to downtown Pueblo to the Sangre de Cristo Arts & Conference Center. Each year, over 200,000 visitors come for changing art exhibitions in four galleries, including the Francis King Collection of Western Art; performances on stage in the 500-seat theater featuring world-renowned actors, dancers and musicians; arts and science exhibits for youth in the Buell Children's Museum; jewelry, pottery and more in the gift shop; and lively outdoor summer concerts. 210 North Santa Fe Avenue, 81003, 719-295-7200

Days 5 & 6 – take an overnight trip to Denver, just under three hours to the north. The architecturally stunning Denver Performing Arts Complex (PLEX), covers a four-block area, the country’s second largest behind New York's Lincoln Center. The Boettcher Concert Hall, considered one of the great music halls in the country, was the first symphony hall in the round in the United States, and is the home of the renowned Colorado Symphony Orchestra. And The Denver Art Museum has recently opened a new much-celebrated exhibit space. 

Day 7 – Check back at any galleries or studios that had something you were interested in, or check out a museum, go for a hike or just spend some time staring at the mountains and contemplating all you’ll do on your next trip to Custer County!

